
FREE AND NOT-FREE HISTORICAL NEWSPAPERS 

AND HOW TO GET ACCESS TO THEM 

 

Free historical newspapers 
 
Large amounts of microfilmed newspaper content are being digitized thanks to federal, state and 
local funding as well as the work of dedicated volunteers.  Note: These collections are constantly 
being added to, so it is a good strategy to check for new content and do new searches on a 
regular basis.  
 
National collection: 
 
Chronicling America 

This collection is from the Library of Congress and now includes over 3600 newspapers 
spanning centuries. A list of all newspapers currently available is here: 

https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/newspapers/  

 

Examples of state-specific collections: 

California Digital Newspaper Collection 

https://cdnc.ucr.edu/  

Historic Oregon Newspapers 

https://oregonnews.uoregon.edu/  

Washington Digital Newspapers 

https://washingtondigitalnewspapers.org/  
 
 

How do I find out what states have digital historic newspapers available? 

• Family Search.org lists “Online Resources” for specific states. For example, here is 
Oregon’s: 
 
https://www.familysearch.org/en/wiki/Oregon_Newspapers 
 

• Ask at your state Historical Society. 
 
 

https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/newspapers/
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How do I find out if any newspapers were published in the area and during the time period I’m 
interested in? 
 
The best authoritative source is still the Library of Congress, which has a very good directory of 
U.S. historic newspapers here: 
 
https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/search/titles/  
 
This directory contains links to websites that provide digital content. If there is no digital content 
available, information about microfilmed issues is available (see below in the Libraries section). 
Be aware that microfilm is still the dominant format for most historic newspapers – there is much 
more out there on microfilm than there is digital!  

 

Non-free historical newspapers 

All the large genealogical research services feature newspaper collections or subsets of 
newspaper collections (such as obituaries). For example: 

• Ancestry.com  
• MyHeritage.com 

When you consider subscribing to a genealogical service, investigate what kind of newspaper 
coverage (including international coverage) the service provides.  

 

Library databases 

There are many historical newspaper databases available targeting an academic research 
community. The range and coverage of the databases varies according to what the 
university or college library is willing/able to pay for. You will see local and regional 
differences. In practice, university libraries license those databases that are either 
nationally significant (New York Times, Wall Street Journal) or regionally relevant (Los 
Angeles Times). 
 
As an example, my university library at a big research university in Wisconsin subscribes 
to these specific U.S.-focused, English-language historical newspaper databases: 
 

• ProQuest Historical Newspapers: Each separate database in this suite of products focuses 
on a specific big-city newspaper. When I go to Washington, D.C. I typically spend a half 
a day sitting in the Library of Congress searching all of these databases simultaneously! 
Nobody else subscribes to all ~70 products … 
 
The complete suite is listed here. 
https://about.proquest.com/en/products-services/pq-hist-news/ 

https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/search/titles/
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• 19th Century U.S. Newspapers (1800-1899) 
• America’s Historical Newspapers (1690-1922) 
• NewspaperArchive.com (1700s-2000s) 
• *Newspapers.com (1700s-2000s). This database is owned by the same company that 

owns Ancestry, and you can buy a separate Newspapers.com license for individual use. 

 

There are dozens and dozens of other products focusing on specific ethnic groups, languages, 
time periods and countries. What I’ve listed above is just the commonly found U.S.-based 
products. 

Ways to get to the non-free historical newspapers 

Public libraries 

The library is your friend! What a public library can license is also dependent on (1) where the 
library is and (2) how much money they are able to spend on databases.  

It is very common for public libraries to provide access to 

 Newspapers.com 

 Ancestry 

Some public libraries provide digital access to just one database that has local significance. 
These will typically be listed on the library’s website.  
 
Don’t forget that many, many historical newspapers are not digital to begin with. Public libraries 
can help you obtain the microfilm! The Library of Congress directory referred to above will tell 
you if there is a microfilm you can obtain. 
 

University libraries 

A publicly supported college or university provides access to community members, and this 
includes access to its library. Even private universities typically allow people in. 
 
Because of database licensing contract terms, in both public and private university settings, it is 
necessary to visit the physical library to search at a terminal inside the building; remote access is 
not typically possible. However, university libraries typically have more databases than a public 
library does, so it’s usually worth the trip!  
 
 

• Family History Centers (LDS churches) 
 



These excellent resources have database collections that support genealogy. Examples 
include: 
 

• 19th Century British Library Newspapers 
• American Ancestors (includes 19th-century newspapers) 
• Ancestry.com (with all its newspapers) 
• Newspapers.com 

 


